SEEKING THE LOST
Chapter One

One Parablein Three Parts
Luke, chapter fifteen, records the parable of “the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost
son” which is commonly viewed as three separate parables. However, by a careful reading, we
seethat dl three parables condtitute only one single parable in three ingtalments. Jesus cdled
thesea“parable” “And he spake this parable unto them, saying.” (Luke 15:3) Herethe
word is“parable,” (Sngular) not parables, (plurd).
Jesus continues the second part with the word EITHER.

“ Either what woman having ten pieces of silver, if she
lose one piece, doth not light a candle, and sweep the
house, and seek diligently till shefind it.” (Luke 15:8)

The Lord begins the third part with the conjunction “and.” “ And he said, A certain
man had two sons.” (Luke 15:11)

If we areto arrive a the true meaning of this parable, al three parts must be consdered
together. Aswe shall see, this one parable in three parts form a golden chain of three links.

Aswith dl great Bible themes, we must consder that the Bible is the most unique Book
ever written. There are anumber of eementsthat set the Bible apart from dl other books ever
written.

“All scriptureisgiven by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction,
for instruction in righteousness.” (I1 Timothy 3:16)

Then, too, we must understand that al Scripture may be written for us, however, al
Scripture was not written to us.

“Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples:
and they arewritten for our admonition, upon whom the
ends of theworld are come.” (I Corinthians 10:11)

All Scripture, when written, was a message or a prophecy directed to a specific
person, persons, nation, or the whole world. It is therefore important to keep in mind the first
three rules of Bible sudy. We must first consider:

() The place and time the Word was given.

(2) Towhom the Word was given.

(3) The reason the Word was given.

Having done this, we can then understand the second three rules of Bible study.



(1) All Scripture containsa“PRIMARY interpretation.”
(2) Much of the Bible contains a“PROPHETIC revelation.”
(3) The Biblerecords many “PRACTICAL applications.”

Nowherein Scripture do we find more evidence of dl three of these dements present
than in the parable of “the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son.”

The setting and occasion for this parable was in response to the criticism and accusation
of the Pharisees, the religious rulers of 1srael. They accused Jesus not only of “receiving
snners” but that he would stoop so low as to even “eat with them.”

Instead of denying the fact that He was a friend of sinners, Jesus answers with the
parable of “the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son.”

Aswe continue our lesson on this three-part parable we will consider the first eement
mentioned at the beginning of this lesson; the primary gpplication of the Scriptures. This parable
was addressed to a specific group of people.

“And the Pharisees and scribes murmured, saying, This
man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.
And he spake this parable unto them.” (Luke 15:2, 3)

To whom was it addressed? It was addressed to the ones who accused Him of being a
friend of gnners; the scribes and Pharisees, the rigious leaders of the nation of Isradl. More
than haf the contents of the Bible relate to one people, the nation of Israd. Other nations are
mentioned only asthey relate to this nation. The only religion, worship or communion with God
was adminigtered by this nation.

“What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is
there of circumcision?
Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were
committed the oracles of God.” (Romans3:1, 2)

We can undergtand their chagrin when Jesus broke with their centuries of religious
tradition and “received Snners”

The primary interpretation of this one parable in three parts becomes clear. Jesusis
delivering a message to the religious rulers of the nation of Isragl; a message never before
reveded to man.

“And other sheep | have, which are not of thisfold: them
also | must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and there
shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:16)

The Lord Jesus confirms this truth in Matthew chapter thirteen, verse thirty-five.

“That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet,



saying, | will open my mouth in parables; | will utter things
which have been kept secret from the foundation of the world.”
(Matthew 13:35)

Thistruth is explained by Paul, in Ephesians chapter three, versesfive and six.

“Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, asit isnow revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets
by the Spirit;

That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same
body, and partakers of hispromisein Christ by the gospel.”
(Ephesians 3:5, 6)

The primary interpretation of this three-part parable was God' sway of reveding to the
nation of 1sradl that God' s plan of redemption aso included the Gentile nations, who were so
hated and despised by these sdlf-righteous, religious leaders of God' s chosen people.

Jesusisteling these sdf-righteous leaders that in order to be saved they too must realize
their lost condition and trust this same Shepherd to save them.

Having seen the primary interpretation of this parable, we can now turn to the prophetic
fulfillment of this parable, which takes place some nine years later, in the household of Cornelius.

“When they heard these things, they held their peace, and
glorified God, saying, Then hath God also to the Gentiles
granted repentance unto life” (Acts11:18)

Before we close our first lesson we would like to give an overview of each part of this
parable.
In part one, the sory of “the lost sheep,” we have the CAUSE of man’s lost condition.

“What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he lose one
of them, doth not leave the ninety and nine in the wilder ness,
and go after that which islost, until hefind it?” (Luke 15:4)

Mankind, like sheep, is hopeesdy logt, and therefore at the mercy of a Shepherd who is
willing to come to the rescue.

The second part of this parable, “the lost coin” illustrates the CONDITION of the lost
snner.

“What then? are we better than they? No, in no wise: for
we have before proved both Jews and Gentiles, that they
areall under sin;
Asit iswritten, Thereisnonerighteous, no, not one:
Thereisnonethat understandeth, thereis none that seeketh
after God,
They are all gone out of the way, they are together become
unprofitable; thereisnonethat doeth good, no, not one.”
(Romans 3:9-12)




“But without faith it isimpossible to please him: for he that
cometh to God must believethat heis, and that heisa
rewarder of them that diligently seek him.” (Hebrews 11:6)

A logt coinis of no more vaue than asmall pebble dong side the road, or a piece of
broken glass found in atrash bin.
The third part of this parableis“the lost son.”

“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him, Father,
I have sinned against heaven, and beforethee.” (Luke 15:18)

The*“logt son” illugtrates the CURE for man’'slost condition. Before we will ever be
welcomed by the Father, we must make the same admission asthis lost son.

We see the evidence of another practical lesson presented in this parable of “the lost
sheep, the logt coin, and the lost son.”  In the account of each can be seen God' s wonderful
program of finding each of thelog.

Each part becomes agolden chain of three links. The Shepherd in the Sory of the lost
sheep becomes the firgt link, the ministry of the Lord Jesus.

“1 am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth hislife
for the sheep.” (John 10:11)

The second link is the woman in the story of thelogt coin. The woman in this story
represents the Church, the body of born again Believers, whom our Lord has entrusted to
deliver the message of His redemption.

Thelogt son represents the third link in thischain. Thislink represents the
RESPONSIBILITY of the sinner to respond to the message ddlivered by the woman, the
Church.

“I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, | have sinned against heaven, and before thee.”
(Luke 15:18)

With the Scripture recorded by John, “1t isfinished.” (John 19:30) the ministry of
the “ Shepherd” on earth was complete, and the ministry of the true Church began.

“Now then we are ambassadorsfor Christ, asthough God
did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be
yereconciled to God” (Il Corinthians 5:20)

It isup to the lost son to respond to the message of reconciliation. “I will go to my
Father.”



Chapter Two

Man's Lost Condition
In our previous lesson we gave the primary meaning of the parable of “the lost sheep,
thelogt coin and the lost son.” We closed the lesson by giving an overview of dl three parts of
this parable.
In this lesson we will turn to some of the details contained in each ingalment, Sarting
with “the lost sheep.”

“What man of you, having an hundred sheep, if he lose
one of them, doth not leave the ninety and ninein the
wilderness, and go after that which islost, until he find
it?
And when he hath found it, he layeth it on his shoulders,
rejoicing,
And when he cometh home, he calleth together hisfriends
and neighbours, saying unto them, Rejoice with me; for |
have found my sheep which was lost.
| say unto you, that likewise joy shall bein heaven over one
sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and nine just
per sons, which need no repentance.” (Luke 15:4-7)

To understand this part of the parable, the lost sheep, we must first identify the three
subjects mentioned. We have no problem with the shepherd and the lost sheep; however, the
ninety and nine seem to present a different problem.

The most widdly accepted interpretation of the ninety and nineisthat they are saved
individuads who are safely in the fold, and the lost sheep is the Sinner who has wandered away
from the Church.

The Bible, however, does not say that they were left safdy in the fold, but it says, “ doth
not leave the ninety and nine in the wilderness.” The Greek word for wildernessis
“eremos’ and means “alonesome waste land, a desert or solitary place” Thismay be afitting
description of some churches; however, it is not the description of the Church of which Jesus
said, “the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.” (Matthew 16:18b)

The ninety and nine, therefore, cannot represent saved individuas at dl. The ninety and
nine are identified in Luke chapter fifteen, verse seven.

“1 say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in heaven over
one sinner that repenteth, more than over ninety and
nine just persons which need no repentance.” (Luke 15:7)

Who is there among us that needs no repentance?

“Testifying both to the Jews, and also to the Greeks,



r epentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ.” (Acts20:21)

“TheLord isnot slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but islongsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should
cometo repentance.” |l Peter 3:9)

The ninety and nine left in the wilderness represent the salf-righteous Pharisees, the
religious leaders of Israd, who were unwilling to admit their lost condition and their need of the
Saviour. Thisis made plain in Luke chapter eighteen, verses 9 through eeven.

“And he spake this parable unto certain which trusted in
themselves that they wer e righteous, and despised others:
Two men went up into thetempleto pray; the onea
Pharisee, and the other a publican.

The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, God |
thank thee, that | am not as other men are, extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even asthispublican.” (Luke 18:9-11)

The descendents of the Pharisees are with ustoday. They see no need for mercy for
themselves.

We see another truth in thisaso. Jesus |eft the nation of |sradl in the wilderness, while
He went to seek the one lost stray, the Gentiles.

“And other sheep | have, which are not of thisfold: them
also | must bring, and they shall hear my voice; and
there shall be one fold, and one shepherd.” (John 10:16)

The “other shegp” in this verse can refer to none other than the Gentile nations of the
world.

Having identified the “sheep,” we turn now to the centrd figure in this parable, THE
SHEPHERD. The good Shepherd becomesthefirg of three linksin agolden chainin God's
plan and purpose for the age in which we live, called by Paul (Ephesians 3:2) the dispensation,
(age) of grace.

The Bible cdls Jesus the “good Shepherd.” It tells us why Jesus came into the world
and His purpose for coming into the world.

“I am the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his
lifefor the sheep.” (John 10:11)

The Lord Jesus Chrigt did not fail, or become a martyr before He finished hisjob and
went back to Heaven. But He did leave the responsibility of completing the job upon His
Church.

The most accepted, and certainly the most celebrated view of our Lord’ sfirst coming
was “to bring peace on earth.” “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.” (Luke2:14)



When we contrast the most accepted view of this Bible theme with what the Bible
actudly sayswe are not being judgmenta, or condemning al who do not agree.

If the nation of Israel had accepted Jesus as King there would have been peace on
earth. “He came unto hisown, and hisown received him not.” (John 1:11) By thar
rejection the * peace on earth” is postponed until His second coming.

Before we stle the question of why Jesus came thefirgt time, we look at the four
reasons FOR WHICH HE DID NOT COME. In Hisown words:

Firg, He said He did not come “to Bring Peace.”

“Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: | came
not to send peace, but a sword.
For | am cometo set a man at variance against hisfather,
and the daughter against her mother, and the daughter-in-
law against her mother-in-law.
And a man’sfoes shall be they of his own household.”
(Matthew 10:34-36)

“Supposeyethat | am cometo give peace on earth? | tell
you, Nay; but rather division.” (Luke 12:51)

Second, He said He did not come “to Judge the World.”
“And if any man hear my words, and believe not: | judge
him not: for | came not to judge the world, but to save
theworld.” (John 12:47)

Third, He said He did not come “to Condemn the World.”
“For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the
world; but that the world through him might be saved.”
(John 3:17)

Fourth, He said He did not come “to Destroy Life.”

“And when his disciples James and John saw this, they said,
Lord, wilt thou that we command fire to come down from
heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did?
But heturned, and rebuked them, and said, Y e know not
what manner of spirit ye are of.
For the Son of man isnot come to destroy men’slives, but
to savethem.” (Luke 9:54-56)

When faced with so much scripturd evidence, why are so many who clam to believe
the Word of God, so quick to assume that every catastrophe, whether by nature or man-made,
isin someway aretribution from God? This assumption comes from not taking into account the
full dimengion of the age of Grace. (Ephesans 3:2)

According to Revelation chapter fifteen, verse one, the wrath of God, instead of being
vidgted upon the world today, is being stored in what the Bible cdls “ saven vids filled up with the
wrath of God.”

“And | saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous,



seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is
filled up thewrath of God.” (Revelation 15:1)

When these vids are full, God will then give the indructions to the saven angds to pour
out Hiswrath upon the wicked, Christ rgecting, God-hating nations of the world.

“And | heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the
seven angels, Go your ways, and pour out thevials of the
wrath of God upon theearth.” (Revelation 16:1)

God will need no help from any human source, no more than He needed help to destroy
Sodom and Gomorrah.

The Bibleis crysd clear asto the one, and only one, reason for the Lord Jesus Chrigt
coming into thisworld.

“Asthe Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father:
and | lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:15)

Jesus did not become amartyr. The Jews, nor the Romans, are responsible for the
degth of Jesus. The following scriptures make this truth plain.

“Therefore doth my Father love me, because | lay down
my life, that | might take it again.
No man taketh it from me, but | lay it down mysdlf. |
have power to lay it down, and | have power to take it
again. This commandment have | received of my
Father.” (John 10: 17, 18)

“For the Son of man is cometo seek and to save that
which was lost.” (Luke 19:10)

“Thisis afaithful saying, and worthy of al acceptation,
that Christ Jesus cameinto the world to save sinners,
of whom | am chief.” (I Timothy 1:15)

Y ou have the choice of bdieving on Him as your Saviour by believing His Word, or this
same Word will be your judge.

“And if any man hear my words, and believe not, |
judge him not: for | came not to judge the world, but
to save theworld.
Hethat rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words,
hath one that judgeth him: the word that | have spoken,
the same shall judge him in the last day.” (John 12:47, 48)

Jesus Chrigtis not only “the way,” Heis THE ONLY WAY to the Father. Jesus says

in John chapter fourteen verse six, “| am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh
unto the Father, but by me.”




Jesus saysin John chapter ten, verse nine“ | am the Door.” And He saysin John
chapter ten, verse one, “He that entereth not by the door into the sheepfold, but climbeth
up some other way, the sameisathief and a robber.”

Peter, in his address to the Sanhedrin says, “ Neither isthere salvation in any other”
(Acts4:12)

Paul writing to Timothy says “ For thereisone God, and one mediator between
God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” (I Timothy 2:5)

Chapter Three

The Misson of the Church

We begin our third lesson on “seeking the lot” with the second part of the three-part
parable given by our Lord, “the lost coin.” (Luke 15:8-10)

Asthe minigry of the Lord Jesus was illustrated in the story of the lost sheep, we see
the minigtry of the Church illusirated in the second story, “the lost coin.”

The story of the lost coin pardlds the story of the lost sheep with one notable
exception. A woman with alight and broom, instead of a shepherd, is mentioned as “seeking
that which waslogt.”

The lesson in the story of the lost coin isto emphasize our part in God's plan of
redemption. Our part in God's plan of redemption iswell defined in Scripture. Chritians are
to continue the minigtry of the Lord Jesus Chrigt, which isto “ Seek and to save that which
waslost.” (Luke 19:10)

Paul confirms this truth in Second Corinthians chapter five, verses eighteen through
twenty-one.

“And all things are of God, who hath reconciled usto
himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to usthe
ministry of reconciliation;

To wit, that God wasin Christ, reconciling the world
unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them;
and hath committed unto usthe word of reconciliation.
Now then we are ambassadorsfor Christ, asthough
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s
stead, be yereconciled to God.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;
that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
(I Corinthians 5:18-21)

The woman with the lighted candle and the broom left no stone unturned until she found
the logt coin.

In our ministry of seeking the lost, God has provided us with two vita eements, the
Holy Spirit and the Word of God. Without these two vital eementsit would beimpossble to
get the job done.

What we are teaching in thislesson is not to diminish the importance of the loca
assembly. The commission was not given to just “aloca church,” but to THE Church, made
up of ALL BELIEVERS.

Thiscommisson is mentioned in dl four Gospels, aswell asin the book of Acts.



“And he said unto them go yeinto all theworld, and
preach the gospel to every creature.” (Mark 16:15)

“Goyetherefore, and teach all nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and
of the Holy Ghost.” (Matthew 28:19)

“But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost
iscome upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria,
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

Search as you may, nowhere is there even a hint that the misson of the Church isto
build a super structure.
There are three important eements mentioned in these verses.

Thefirs oneisto GO.
The second oneisto PREACH.
Thethird oneisto TEACH.

In every ingance the ingructions given by our Lord in reference to the mission of the
Bdlieveristo “GO.”

“Then saith he unto hisdisciples, the harvest truly is
plenteous, but the labourers are few;
Pray yethereforethe Lord of the harvest, that he will
send forth labourersinto hisharvest.” (Matthew 9:37, 38)

The “labourers’ are not ingtructed to build a barn, and then wait for the harvest to come
into the barn. The shepherd did not wait for the lost sheep to cometo him. The lost sheep, on
its own, would have never found its way home.

S0 too, with the lost coin, without the frantic search of the woman with the candle and
the broom, the lost coin would have never been found. This same lesson istaught in Luke
chapter fourteen, verse twenty-three.

“And thelord said unto the servant, Go out into the
highways and hedges, and compel them to comein,
that my house may befilled.” (Luke 14:23)

Nowhere is the message of “taking the gospd to the lost” made more plainly thenitisin
Romans chapter ten, verses fourteen and fifteen.

“How then shall they call on him in whom they have
not believed? And how shall they believe in him of
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whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear
without a preacher?

And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as
it iswritten, How beautiful arethe feet of them that
preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of
good things!” (Romans 10: 14, 15)

The “feet” mentioned in this Scripture (verse 15) speaks of more than taking the gospe
to thelost. It so addressesthe “conduct” of the one who takes the gospel.

“Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which preach
the gospel should live of the gospel.” (I Corinthians 9:14)

| do not haveto catalog the”do’s” and “don’ts’ of those who take the gospel to others,
but let the Bible do it ingtead.

When it comesto the “feet,” Paul records six “walks,” (Ephesians, chapters two, four
and five,) that should characterize the walk of al who take the gospedl.

“For we are hisworkmanship, created in Christ Jesus
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that
we should walk in them.” (Ephesians 2:10)

“I therefore the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you that ye
walk worthy of the vocation wherewith ye are called.
With all lowliness and meekness, with longsuffering,
forbearing one another in love.” (Ephesians4:1, 2)

“This| say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye
henceforth walk not as other Gentileswalk, in the
vanity of their mind.” (Ephesians 4:17)

“Beyetherefore followers of God, as dear children;
And walk in love, as Christ also hath loved us, and
hath given himself for us an offering and a sacrifice
to God for a sweetsmelling savour.” (Ephesians5:1, 2)

“ See then that yewalk circumspectly, not asfools, but
aswise.” (Ephesians5:15)

The most important sermon is way's preached with the “feet,” not with the mouth.
“Yearethelight of theworld. A city that isset on an hill
cannot be hid.
Neither do men light a candle, and put it under a bushel,
but on a candlestick; and it giveth light unto all that are
in the house.
Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works, and dlorify your Father which isin
heaven.” (Matthew 5:14-16)
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We will not quote the many Scriptures on this subject; however, there is one other
Scripture that | use as a guidepost for my ministry.

“And the servant of the Lord must not strive; but be
gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient,
In meeknessinstructing those that oppose themselves;
if God peradventure will give them repentanceto the
acknowledging of thetruth.” (I Timothy 2:24, 25)

We come now to the second part of the commission: “AND PREACH THE
GOSPEL.”
“For the preaching of the crossisto them that perish

foolishness; but unto uswhich are saved it isthe
power of God.” (I Corinthians 1:18)

To the unsaved the preaching of the crossis absurd; however, thisis the method God
has chosen to “ save them that believe.”

“For after that in the wisdom of God the world by
wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness
of preaching to save them that believe.” (I Corinthians 1:21)

“Preach theword; beinstant in season, out of season; reprove,

rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.”
(Il Timothy 4:2)

Preach the Word with urgency. Be ready whether the opportunity seems reasonable or
unreasonable; favorable or unfavorable, convenient or inconvenient, welcome or unwe come.
No oneis ever saved apart from the preaching of the Word of God.

“Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of

incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth
and abideth forever.” (I Peter 1:23)

“For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that
not of yourselves: it isthe gift of God.” (Ephesians 2:8)

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God.” (Romans 10:17)

The Bible dso saysin Isaiah chapter fifty-five, verse deven:

“So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish

that which | please, and it shall prosper in the thing
whereto | sent it.” (Isaiah 55:11)

The first and foremost minigtry of the Churchisto “preach the Word of God.”
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“And daily in thetemple, and in every house, they ceased
not to teach and preach Jesus Christ.” (Acts5:42)

The victory of the Church is not dependent upon the success of reforming a politica
system. Neither does the Bible say there will be joy in the presence of angels over the
completion of achurch building. The Bible says:

“Likewise, | say untoyou, thereisjoy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”
(Luke 15:10)

Thereis areason the Bible says there is “rgoicing in heaven over one snner that
repents,” and that is because the repentant sinner, saved by His grace, is the only visible object
on the face of this earth that will bein the new heaven and the new earth.

“But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night;
in the which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the
earth also and the worksthat are therein shall be burned
up.
Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what
manner of personsought yeto bein all holy conversation
and godliness,
L ooking for and hasting unto the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and
the elements shall melt with fervent heat.
Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new
heavens and a new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness.”
(Il Peter 3:10-13)

Not one church building, not one stained glass window and not one plush pew will
survive. The “treasurein heaven” will consst only of the “lost coins’ found by the preaching of
the gospd.

Every child of God must make the important decison whether to invest thair time and
effort in that which will one day be burned up, or to invest in that which will survive. Perhaps
the following Scriptures will help you make the right decison.

“Thefruit of therighteousisatree of life; and he that
winneth soulsiswise.” (Proverbs 11:30)

“They that sow in tearsshall reap in joy.
He that goeth forth and weepeth, bearing precious seed,
shall doubtless come again with rejoicing, bringing his
sheaves with him.” (Psalm 126:5, 6)

“And he that reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth
fruit unto life eternal: that both he that soweth and
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he that reapeth may rejoice together.
And herein isthat saying true, One soweth and
another reapeth” (John 4:36, 37)

“For what is our hope, or joy, or crown of regoicing? Are
not even yein the presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at
his coming?

For yeareour glory and joy.” (I Thessalonians 2:19, 20)

Chapter Four

Lost and Found

In this three-part parable of “the lost sheep, the lost coin and the lost son” Jesus
presents the three-fold method of God' s plan of redemption, which would include the Gentiles.

There is areason this parable must be viewed as one parable divided into three parts.
The three parts of this parable, therefore, become one in God's plan and purpose; with dl three
parts forming agolden chain of three links that must not be broken. By removing any one link,
God' s plan would bresk down completely.

Thefirgt link in this chain, part one of this parable, is seen in “the lost sheep;” which
represents the ministry of the Lord Jesus Chrigt who laid down Hislifefor Hissheep. “1 am
the good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth hislife for the sheep.” (John 10:11)

“Asthe Father knoweth me, even so know | the Father:
and | lay down my life for the sheep.” (John 10:15)

Thislink in the chain was formed some two thousand years ago by the degth, burid and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Chrigt.

The second link of this golden chain, part two of this parable, isfound in “thelost coin.”
In this we are given the ministry and responsibility of the Church; continuing to search for that
whichwaslog. Thiswe covered in our previous lesson.

Inthethird link of this chain, part three of this parable, we see the third part of God's
plan of redemption, “the prodigal son.” This shows us the responsbility of the lost Snner to
respond to the gospel.

Thisis perhaps the most familiar sory in the Bible. The full account isin Luke chapter
fifteen, verses deven through thirty-two. The lost son was just regping what he had sown.

“Be not deceived; God isnot mocked: for whatsoever
a man soweth, that shall healsoreap.” (Galatians 6:7)

“Even as| have seen, they that plow iniquity, and sow
wickedness, reap the same.” (Job 4:8)

“For they have sown the wind, and they shall reap the
whirlwind.” (Hosea 8:7a)
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In this lesson we are not dealing with the cause of the son’s condition, but the “cure.”
The cure for histerrible plight is found in the following Scriptures.

“And when he came to himself, he said, How many hired
servants of my father’s have bread enough and to spare,
and | perish with hunger!

I will arise and go to my father, and will say unto him,
Father, | have sinned against heaven, and before thee,
And am no more worthy to be called thy son: make me
asone of thy hired servants.

And he arose, and cameto hisfather. But when he was
yet a great way off, hisfather say him, and had compassion,
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.

And the son said unto him, Father | have sinned against
heaven, and in thy sight, and am no more worthy to be
called thy son.

But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best
robe, and put it on him; and put aring on his hand, and
shoeson hisfeet.” (Luke 15:17-22)

You will not find a better answer, than these Scriptures, to the question, “What must |
do to be saved?’

There are five Bible facts stated about the lost son that must take place in the life alost
person if they are to be received by the heavenly Father.

(1) Heused his head.

The four most important words in the whole narrative are * He came to himsdlf.”

It ismy prayer for dl who are logt, who are trying to “find themsdves,” that they
will find themsalves, and come to the Saviour. Unitil you see yoursdlf as God sees you, you will
never see your need of the Saviour.

When the prodigdl son came to himsdlf, he did not like what he saw. Thisis apicture of
an unsaved person who, in God' s Sght, is a poor bankrupt pauper, living like an animd in the
pig pen. Thisisnot apretty sght. No wonder those who are saved, like the psamigt, can
regjoice.

“| waited patiently for the Lord; and heinclined unto
me, and heard my cry.
He brought me up also out of an horrible pit, out of
the miry clay, and set my feet upon arock, and
established my goings.
And he hath put a new song in my mouth, even praise
unto our God: many shall seeit, and fear, and shall
trustintheLord.” (Psalm 40:1-3)

God will dways hear your cry, when you come to yourself and admit you are logt. Only

thelost can be saved. “For the Son of man is cometo seek and to save that which was
lost.” (Luke 19:10)
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“And Jesus answering said unto them, They that are
whole need not a physician; but they that are sick.
| came not to call therighteous, but sinnersto
repentance” (Luke5:31, 32)

(2) Heused hiswill.
Hesad, “I will arise and go to my father.” Regardless of wha you may bdieve
about eection and prededtination, there till must be an act of the will.

“And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilder ness,
even so must the Son of man be lifted up:
That whosoever believeth in him should not perish,
but have eternal life.
For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life.
For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn
the world; but that the world through him might be
saved.
He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that
believeth not is condemned alr eady, because he hath not
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”
(John 3:14-18)

“Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man hear
my voice, and open the door, | will comein to him, and
will sup with him, and hewith me.” (Revelation 3:20)

“And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him
that heareth say, Come. And let him that isathirst
come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of
lifefreely.” (Revelation 22:17)

(3) Heusd hisfest.

He acted upon his conviction.

How many times have you been convicted of your need of salvation, and you
have said, “One day | am going to do something about my condition?” However, you have
never acted upon your conviction. There will never be a better time than right now to do so.
TheBiblesays “Behold, now isthe accepted time; behold, now isthe day of salvation.”
(I Corinthians 6:2b)

“Boast not thyself of tomorrow; for thou knowest not
what a day may bring forth.” (Proverbs27:1)

“He, that being often reproved hardeneth his neck,
shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without
remedy.” (Proverbs29:1)

(4) Heused his mouth.
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He sad “father | have anned.” The three hardest words to say in any language,
and yet the three most important when it comes to savation is*1 have snned.”

(5) Heusd his heart.
Not only did he use his mouth, he used his heart. He said “1 am no more worthy to be
cdled thy son.”

“Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him
will | confess also before my Father which isin heaven.”
(Matthew 10:32)

“That if thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus,
and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised him
from the dead, thou shalt be saved.

For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”

For the scripture saith, Whosoever believeth on him shall
not be ashamed.” (Romans 10:9-11)

The father welcomed the prodigal son home with open arms.

“And he arose, and came to his father. But when he was
a great way off, hisfather saw him, and had compassion
and ran, and fell on his neck, and kissed him.” (Luke 15:20)

The father “ran.” The price the Father paid for our redemption shows His concern.
“The Lord isnot slack concerning his promise, as some
men count slackness; but islongsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but that all should
cometorepentance.” (Il Peter 3:9)

Fird, “he received arobe;” the best robe. Luke chapter fifteen, verse twenty-two tells
the sory.

“But the father said to his servants, Bring forth the best
robe, and put it on him; and put aring on his hand, and
shoeson hisfeet.” (Luke 15:22)

Our “robe of righteousness’ is not sufficient. The firgt thing the Father does when we
cometo Him by faith isto clothe usin the robe of His Son’s own righteousness.

“For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin;

that we might be made the righteousness of God in him.”
(I Corinthians 5:21)

“Wher eby are given unto us exceeding great and precious

promises. that by these ye might be partakers of the
divine nature, having escaped the corruption that isin the
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world through lust.” (11 Peter 1:4)

“And | said unto him, Sir, thou knowest. And he said to
me, These are they which came out of great tribulation,
and have washed their robes, and made them whitein the
blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:14)

Second, after the robe camethering. And he“put aring on hishand.” Hewas
accepted into the family with dl the privileges of ason.

“But as many asreceived him, to them gave he power to

become the sons of God, even to them that believe on
hisname.” (John 1:12)

Third, then came the shoes. After the robe and the ring came the shoes. The shoes
speak of service.

“And how shall they preach, except they be sent? asit is
written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach
the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!”
(Romans 10:15)

“And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of
peace.” (Ephesians 6:15)

(4) Thenever ending joy. Last, but not least comes the never ending joy. “And they

began to be merry.” (Luke 15:24b) Asfa aswe know, thisrgoicing may ill
be going on in Heaven.

“Likewise, | say unto you, thereisjoy in the presence of
the angels of God over one sinner that repenteth.”
(Luke 15:10)
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